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and uncertainties which, like birds of ill-omen,
hovered over the household and were never
absent for long together, she was well accus-
tomed, besides which she was still too young to
be much affected by them. She was fond of her
sisters, and devoted to her father. Mrs. Godwin's
temperament can never have been congenial to
hers, but occasions of collision do not appear to
have been frequent, and Fanny, devoted and
unselfish, only anxious for others to be happy
and ready herself to serve any of them, was the
link between them all. Mary's health was, how-
ever, not yet satisfactory, and before the summer
an opportunity which offered itself of change of
air was willingly accepted on her behalf by Mr.
and Mrs. Godwin. In 1809 Godwin had made the
acquaintance of Mr. William Baxter of Dundee,
on the introduction of Mr. David Booth, who
afterwards became Baxter's son-in-law. Baxter,
a man of liberal mind, independence of thought
and action, and kindly nature, shared to the
full the respect entertained by most thinking
men of that generation for the author of Political
Justice. Godwin, always accessible to sympa-
thetic strangers, was at once pleased with this
new acquaintance*

" I thank you/' he wrote to Booth, "for your
introduction of Mr. Baxter. I dare swear he is an
honest man, and he is'no fool" During Baxter's